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$&gica[ Characters

9o gou likr fairg tal ss? 9o gou bslisvs, in magic? In
rnanu parts of tho worl d, sspveiallg in ths, north-wost of
e uropa,plopls havs long bg.lisvs,d that human-liks
ersaturss with rnagical powsrs sxist. Thga plag a big rolg in
ta11 talgs and rnakg gou rgmgmbgr thg. storg for thg.rgst of
gour lifg,.Uou must havs hgard about thsm at lgast oncg in
gour childhood.

Ths gsnsral tsrm used bg tho english-spoaking psopls
to namg thg.sg crgaturgs is 'fairigs'.

I

\

How many fairies can you see in this picture? 5



Sgsi:dgs talkin$ animals cr birds or an g olhor

imagin,arg eharactgrs, sueh as ogrgs, dra$ons or ggnii,, 
"

'fa i ri gs' arg a W g,ll- dgfinfd gro up \,lhgrg'--'o6eh' indiV i d u at h as

cgrtainski11sandabi1itiEs...||......
Thg$roup consists of: dwarfs' $nomoE, glvgE'

-1
gr g,ml i n s, gobl i n s, h obgobl i n s, i m p5,' ban sh qqt;jooll 

:,
pixigs, ni1igs, broWnigs, uldas, barbtr$azi and 1'gii,rge;'h,&!,tn,E. ,r , ,',

Thgg arg all known in folklorg as ergaturgs with ' :': 
'

supgrnatural Powgrs.
Thglorg associatgd with tho 'fairigs' madsthgsg

magical eharaetgr5 survivg across thg egnluriga.

Psrhaps thr g dys ths longgst-surviving trctimong

to Csltic mgtholo$g.

6 Can you namefive dffirent types of fairies?



dlhn{Ner2 doiriestok fte
bgggnd sags that lairigs mag boplump or thin, funng

or ug1g, good or wickod.Thog are gs.ngrallg in human form,
but thg.g arg 'littlg. pgoplg'.6omg arg tin A, Eomg not. Somg

,:: Brp &,,frw,inehgs high, othgrs arg a bit ta11gr, but nontr of
thg ,',:is,o- ,.::lt is said that if thaa dancg on a dgwdrop,
thgg,.i,gi rb ga .it,

Fairies mag havs small bsad-lilRe ogos or big
inQuisitivs sgE'sffigL pag bs. bold or havs bushg hair and
busg gggbro,ws.'#F$lfj. ,rs arg mostl g larga and pointg,d.
Thg nosg can bg lust like a potato - round and strong, with
large nostrils - or just likg a carrot - long, thin and going
down.

.,, e\copt thv glvgs, almost all the lairigs are old and not
exeettg good-looking .ihgss misch isf -making crsaturgs
havg a lot of wrinklgs. 6omg havg black or brownish
bgautg-spots, othgrs havg a frw tsgth in thg. rnouth. Dut
most of them havg somgthing in common: a bgard and
a wickgd sm ile or look.

dt'fhg woman-fairigs ars guitg. rarg. Thgg arg gitbor uf,rg
fat or slirn. Skinng is a good word to dsscribs ths,m. Though
not vgrU ws,ll drssssd, thsg havtr rgd lips (as thog lilrr to put

-1.9, lot of lipstick on) and long varnishgd nails. i, ,,,
:

Can'y"au'desi:ribe one af the two fairies above? 7.''''
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fls thg namg sags it,lhgsg troublgmakgrs
or somstimgs do-$oo dgrs livg. in ths.

imaginarU rgalm of fairg talgs, which is known
as fairgland.

'i":'. ':'.'i

....:

hr 'Pa
&1; 4'



3ut folk imagination oftsn brought thsm out
of this distinct arga and placgd Ihgm into
gvgrgdag surroundings. Thus, thg-A ean hav g thgir
dwg.llings in trggs, hills, strgams or lakgs.

In Irgland, for gxamplg, Iairigs arg thought to
inhabit mounds or hill forts, whil g. in england,
thgg arg said to livg. in forgsts or mountains or
watgr or air.

Somg fairigs, sueh as pixigs, gnjog living in
groups outdoors, wh ile othgr fairigs - hobgoblins,

for insta ncg - livg along in housgs or barns, ng,ar

h umans.

Somg livg awag from humans, in cavgs or
tunngls dug in thg. hgart ol high mountains, sueh
as ths barbrga zi in the f,Lps or ths uldas in

bapland. Thsg prsf sr ths undgrground, but unlikg
thg ban shggs in lrg.land, thgA comg up to thu
surfactr onlg in wintgr, whgn thgg havg cgrtain
jobs to perform.

Othsrs (ths browniss or ths goblins) sssrn to

Prgfgrlifginthgproximitgofman,sharin$thg
gnviron mgnl.

No matt sr whgro thrg livg - indoors or
outdoors - thg,sg supgrnatural ergoturtrs managed
to gain a wgll-gstablishgd position in talgs, as

thsrs was alwags a esrtain bg,lisf in fairiss.

9Were do fairies ltave a well-established position?


